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WHERE THE MONEY IS GOING
Here's a look by ZIP code at how much the metro area expects to receive in flood

claim payments. Harder-hit areas have flood claims totaling more than $1 billion.
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RIVER PARISHES ST. TAMMANY

Mississippi River

Mississippi River

After Katrina, pundits criticized 
New Orleans, claiming too many residents

had no flood insurance. In fact,
few communities were better covered. 
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Note: Policies in effect as of Dec. 30, 2005

––––––––––
By Jeffrey Meitrodt

and Rebecca Mowbray
Staff writers

In the immediate aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, public officials
and insurance experts predicted
that the vast majority of property
losses from the most costly flood in
U.S. history would be uninsured.

Members of Congress rose up

in righteous indignation to scold
residents of New Orleans, one of
the most vulnerable cities in
America, for failing to buy fed-
eral flood insurance and then
coming hat in hand and asking to
be bailed out with federal money.

The irony, now revealed in data
painstakingly worked up by aides
to Donald Powell, the Bush admin-
istration’s liaison to the disaster
zone, is that Louisiana was a more

enthusiastic participant in the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program
than any other state in the nation.

Until Katrina swamped it in 6
feet of water, the Lakeview bunga-
low that Marie Callihan shared
with her 94-year-old mother had
never flooded. Not during Betsy.
Not during Camille.

Some of her neighbors thought
the neighborhood would never

flood, even though it lies below
sea level in one of the most flood-
prone parts of the United States.

But Callihan knew better. She
figured that when The Big One
came, it wasn’t going to spare her
house. So the part-time treasurer
at Sacred Heart Federal Credit
U n i o n  s c r i m p e d  a n d  s a v e d
enough to cover the $1,000 annual

INS IDE

See INSURE, A-10

Q:What’s the solution to your 
post-Katrina problems?

A:TODAY IN MONEY 
THE ANSWER SPOT 

Junked
vehicles,
turned into
so much
scrap metal
by Katrina’s
floodwaters,
are lined
up under
Interstate
610 near
Broad
Street.

City spurned offer of cash for cars

U.S. goals
in Iraq

a moving
target 

––––––––––

Three years in, Bush says
success will take time

––––––––––

By Doyle McManus
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Three years ago, as they ordered
more than 150,000 U.S. troops to race toward Bagh-
dad, Bush administration officials confidently pre-
dicted that Iraq quickly would evolve into a prosper-
ous, oil-fueled democracy. When those goals proved
optimistic, they lowered their sights, focusing on a
military campaign to defeat Sunni-led insurgents
and elections to jump-start a new political order.

Now, as the conflict enters its fourth year, the
Bush administration faces a new challenge: the
prospect of civil war. And, in response, officials
appear to be redefining success downward again.

Canizaro takes
the heat in plan
for city’s future

––––––––––

By Brian Thevenot
Staff writer

The Sheraton ballroom overflowed with people
from across the city’s economic spectrum, many
with conflicting agendas and raw nerves tied up
in The Plan being unveiled by the mayor’s re-
building commission.

In the middle of the giant, U-shaped commis-
sion table sat land-use committee chairman
Joseph Canizaro, the short, cocky developer and
f.o.b. (friend of Bush) who cast a giant shadow
over the process and, after a career of breathtak-
ing scope, over the city itself.

t What was the average flood
claim in your neighborhood? A-10
t Neighbors no more: One had
coverage, the other didn’t, A-10
t One mortgage lender’s
foresight pays off, A-13

See CANIZARO, A-29

Gulf Shores and 

the Alabama beaches

are (mostly) back

’BAMA BOUND
TRAVEL, D-12

SWEET ! TIGERS ADVANCE 
COMPLETE NCAA TOURNAMENT COVERAGE, SPORTS

See IRAQ, A-19

t Protesters mark war’s anniversary, A-20
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––––––––––

Abandoned vehicles
can be hauled away

––––––––––

By James Varney
Staff writer

Katrina turned New Orleans into
an auto junkyard and the flooded

cars are still everywhere, mementos
of the storm and of the city’s contin-
uing failure to clean itself up.

Almost seven months after Hur-
ricane Katrina, the Nagin adminis-
tration still dickers over details of a
contract that would gradually rid
the cityscape of these vehicular eye-
sores — at a cost of $23 million over
another six months.

Which makes it of more than
passing interest to discover that the

largest car crusher east of the Rock-
ies, K&L Auto Crushers of Tyler,
Texas, offered in October to do the
job in 15 weeks and actually pay the
city for the privilege of hauling the
junk away. How much? How about
$100 per flooded car. With an esti-
mated 50,000 vehicles on the street
at that time, the city would have net-
ted $5 million, rather than shelling

See TOW, A-15
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